ORLEANS
drawn up in battle array in the plain beyond. They
sent a challenge to the town to come out and fight;
some of the captains were in favour of accepting, others
against. Joan was sent for and came without putting
on her armour because her shoulder would not bear the
weight. After surveying the enemy's position she said,
"Let them go. It does not please God that you fight
them to-day. You will have them another time."
If the facts are as given in the chronicle, she was wrong:
an enemy in retreat is always at a disadvantage. Perhaps
she felt herself too disabled or the troops unequal to an
engagement after their previous day's labours. It is also
possible that she considered the English position, care-
fully selected in advance on Henry V's model, too strong
to be attacked: twice in the next few months she declined
to butt her head into that invincible formation, leaving
the English with no option but to stay where they were
till they got bored or come out and meet her on even
terms. The besiegers, seeing that they could not tempt
the French to another Agincourt or Rouvray, marched
off, a troop of cavalry under la Hire hovering on their
flanks until it was sure they would not return. The
siege of Orleans was over.
What is it that gives the relief of Orleans the stature
of an epic and makes its heroine immortal? It is not
really a story of genius or even of courage triumphing
against great odds. The odds if anything were against
the English and by any military calculation they never
had a chance of taking the city. Their opportunity was
given t^em through the demoralization of the French,
and they threw it away with both hands. Even after
Joan's arrival they could have held on had they not sat
in their forts like men of wood; they presented her with